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What is it?

Constructed language

Created by Sonja Lang in 2001
Experiment: How minimalist can a language get?
14 letters, 130 root words, not a lot of grammar
very ambiguous :)
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Letters

p t k s m n l w j

(All pronounced like in English, except for j, which is always pronounced like “y”.)

a e i o u

(Pronounced like in Spanish/Italian/Esperanto.)
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Vocabulary

a akesi ala alasa ale ali anpa ante anu awen e en esun ijo ike ilo insa jaki jan jelo jo kala kalama
kama kasi ken kepeken kili kin kipisi kiwen ko kon kule kulupu kute la lape laso lawa len lete li
lili linja lipu loje lon luka lukin lupa ma mama mani meli mi mije moku moli monsi monsuta mu
mun musi mute namako nanpa nasa nasin nena ni nimi noka oko olin ona open pakala pali
palisa pan pana pi pilin pimeja pini pipi poka poki pona pu sama seli selo seme sewi sijelo sike
sin sina sinpin sitelen sona soweli suli suno supa suwi tan taso tawa telo tenpo toki tomo tu
unpa uta utala walo wan waso wawa weka wile
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Basic sentences

mi moku. (“I eat.” or “I am food.”)

sina pona. (“You are good.” or “You fix.”)

telo li pona. (“Water is good.”)

blinry Toki Pona 5 / 21



Basic sentences

mi moku. (“I eat.” or “I am food.”)

sina pona. (“You are good.” or “You fix.”)

telo li pona. (“Water is good.”)

blinry Toki Pona 5 / 21



Basic sentences

mi moku. (“I eat.” or “I am food.”)

sina pona. (“You are good.” or “You fix.”)

telo li pona. (“Water is good.”)

blinry Toki Pona 5 / 21



Practise

Toki Pona English

jan person, human
pona good, to fix
moku food, to eat, to drink
suli big, tall, important
mi I
sina you
telo water, ocean
suno light, sun

“People are good.”

“I’m eating.”
“You’re tall.”
“The lake is big.”
“Water is simple.”
suno li suli.
moku li pona.
jan li moku.
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Direct objects

mi moku e telo.

sina pona e jan.
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Compound sentences

soweli li moku li lape.

mi moku e kili e telo.
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Compound nouns

ilo moku

jan lili
telo nasa
tomo mi
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Adverbs

mi wile mute e moku.

mi lukin lili e suno.
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Negation

mi lape ala.

jan ala li toki.
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Questions

len sina li telo ala telo?

sina ken ala ken lape?

seme li moku e kili mi?

sina kama tan ma seme?
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pi

tomo telo nasa (“crazy water house”)

tomo pi telo nasa (“pub”)

jan pona ala (“no good people”)

jan pi pona ala (“bad people”)

monsuta waso pi pan linja
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Time

Verbs have no tense:

mi moku. (“I am eating” or “I was eating” or “I will be eating”)

tenpo suno ni la mi lape.

tenpo kama la mi lape.

tenpo pini la mi lape.
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Unofficial words

ma Kanata li pona lukin.

mi toki ala e toki Inli.
mi mute li lon ma tomo Nujoka.
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Commands

o lukin e ni!

o weka e len sina!
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Curiosities

mi mu.

laso jelo
wan, tu, mute, ali
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sitelen sitelen
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sitelen Emoji
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Resources

Learning the words: Anki or Memrise

Lessons: http://tokipona.net/tp/janpije/okamasona.php
Short story: https://morr.cc/sike-mama/
Phrases/example sentences: https://github.com/jan-
Lope/Toki_Pona_lessons_English/blob/master/toki-pona_english.txt
https://www.reddit.com/r/tokipona/
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Thanks!

mi wile mute e ni: mi kama sona e toki pona poka sina mute!

mi pali e tomo toki sin: #tokipona
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